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Sen. Yoder: BillS i Supported thiS SeSSion

P
Adoption: Senate Enrolled Act 140 prohibits those

convicted of an “attempted” serious felony from

adopting and requires attorneys and child placement agen-

cies arranging adoptions to be licensed in Indiana in order

to better assure familiarity with our state’s laws.

P
Government Ethics: Legislators passed compre-

hensive ethics reform legislation, creating a one-year

cooling-off period before

a retired legislator could

become a lobbyist and re-

quiring uniform reporting

by all lobbyists. The

threshold for reported

one-time lobbyist ex-

penses drops from $100

to $50, with the annual

total dropping from $500 to $250. Registration and report-

ing requirements now include legislative liaisons of state

agencies and universities.

P
Ag Assessments: Senate Enrolled Act 396 uses an

adjusted rolling average that eliminates the highest as-

sessed value over a six-

year period. Known by

economists as the “Modi-

fied Olympic Average”

technique, the model

should provide farmers

and local governments

more stable agricultural

property assessments and

be more representative of

true market value. 

P
Drunken Driving: Legislation designed to stiffen

penalties against drunken drivers also memorializes

an innocent victim, an Indiana family’s unborn son. In 2007,

Danielle Brookshire lost her unborn son in a car crash be-

lieved to be caused by a drunken driver. Lawmakers worked

with Brookshire and local prosecutors on the bill’s lan-

guage. 



Sen. Carlin Yoder
serving senate district 12 taxpaYers

jobS: lawMakerS Fight new Spending, new taxeS;
paSS pro-jobS initiativeS to help hooSierS

W
ith  little time and no money, lawmakers worked this

short session to maintain Indiana’s pro-job climate of

low taxes and limited regulation. 

Senators kept a close, careful eye on proposed legislation and

amendments to avoid new state expendi-

tures and government intervention that

would have raised taxes and imposed red

tape during already hard times for Indi-

ana’s workforce and employers.  

Gov. Mitch Daniels, with the support

of Senate Republicans, rightly reacted to

tumbling state revenues by cutting gov-

ernment spending, flat-lining state pay-

rolls and freezing all but essential hiring.

To date, state bureaucracies have cut 20

percent from operating budgets. Reluc-

tantly, higher education funding has been

reduced 6 percent and public K-12 schools – nearly half of the

state budget – have been asked to find 3 percent in new cost sav-

ings and efficiencies to help save classroom teachers’ jobs.

Senators also successfully delayed $400 million in new unem-

ployment insurance premiums from going into effect in 2010. By

avoiding premium increases, lawmakers hope employers large

and small will be in stronger positions to retain or add employees. 

Lawmakers also passed initiatives to help Hoosiers recover

from the national recession:

• New Employer Tax Credits will be offered to businesses re-

locating or incorporating in Indiana. Qual-

ified businesses must hire 10 or more

full-time employees, not including own-

ers.

• Small Business Tax Credits will be

expanded to make small employers with

fewer than 35 workers eligible for Eco-

nomic Development for a Growing Econ-

omy (EDGE) credits.  

• Small Business Ombudsman will be

an advocate for small employers with state

agencies, helping navigate regulations,

streamline paperwork and coordinate due

dates. Also, the ombudsman will monitor outdated, ineffective

and overly burdensome reporting requests and red tape. 

• H.I.R.E. (Helping Indiana Re-start Employment) initiative

will offer tax incentives to employers who hire and train unem-

ployed and underemployed Hoosiers.  

lawmakers  give Schools  Funding 
Flexibi l i ty,  More local  Control

L
awmakers this session provided schools more financial

flexibility and local control.We also took steps to address

social promotion of students not reading at grade level.

Giving local school corporations greater ability

to address funding challenges and meet the edu-

cational needs of Hoosier students are key goals

of House Enrolled Act 1367.

Under this new law, schools can claim up to 5

percent of funding normally dedicated to capital

projects and use it for instructional purposes.

Schools agreeing to pay freezes for staff, with exceptions for

built-in raises based on experience and new degrees, can use up

to 10 percent.  

This measure will provide access to nearly $82 million

statewide to help prevent teacher layoffs and preserve instruc-

tional programs. By allowing them to tap into these funds, HEA

1367 helps schools address budget cuts and avoid new taxes on

Hoosiers.

This legislation also requires schools to de-

velop a plan to protect instructional programs,

including provisions for students who are defi-

cient in reading. Input will be sought through

public hearings.

To avoid additional costs and provide more

local control, Senate Enrolled Act 309 gives

schools the option to continue budgeting on a January 1 – De-

cember 31 calendar or change to the state’s fiscal July 1 – June

30 calendar.  Without this new flexibility, many schools would

have to pay for more training and equipment during already dif-

ficult financial times.


